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Pragmatic competence is an essential element of communicative competence in foreign
language teaching (FLT). Here are some reasons why pragmatic competence is important in
FLT:

1. Effective communication: Pragmatic competence is necessary for effective
communication in social contexts. Shu, X.Y. (2018) says non-native speakers who lack
pragmatic competence may have difficulty understanding and producing speech acts
appropriately, which can lead to misunderstandings and communication breakdowns.

2. Cultural awareness: Pragmatic competence involves understanding the cultural
norms and expectations surrounding speech acts in the target language. Yined Tello Rueda
(2006)explains that developing pragmatic competence can help non-native speakers
understand the cultural differences between their own language and the target language.

3. Language proficiency: Pragmatic competence is an important component of language
proficiency. Non-native speakers who have high levels of pragmatic competence are more
likely to be perceived as fluent and competent in the target language.

4. Professional success: Pragmatic competence is essential for professional success in
international contexts. Non-native speakers who have high levels of pragmatic competence
are more likely to be successful in international business, diplomacy, and other fields that
require effective communication in a foreign language as Takka¢ Tulgar, A. (2016) suggests.

Pragmatic competence is an essential aspect of language learning that enables learners
to communicate effectively in social contexts. It refers to the ability to use language
appropriately in different social situations, taking into account the speaker's intentions, the
context, and the cultural norms and expectations. Non-native speakers face challenges in
developing pragmatic competence due to differences in cultural backgrounds and linguistic
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resources. However, with the right strategies, they can improve their pragmatic competence
and communicate more effectively in the target language.

Non-native speakers can use various strategies to improve their pragmatic competence
in speech acts. Here are some strategies found in the search results:

One of the most effective strategies for improving pragmatic competence is discourse
completion tasks (DCTs). DCTs involve presenting participants with hypothetical situations
and asking them to complete a dialogue that reflects an appropriate response to the situation.
Researchers use DCTs to study the strategies employed by native speakers when responding
to different speech acts and to identify the linguistic resources used to realize these speech
acts. Billmyer, K., & Varghese, M. (2000) have investigated and suggest non-native speakers
can benefit from DCTs by understanding the appropriate linguistic resources to use in
different social situations. DCTs can also help non-native speakers develop their pragmatic
competence by providing opportunities to practice using language in realistic contexts.

Another strategy for improving pragmatic competence is explicit pragmatic instruction.
Explicit instruction in pragmatics involves teaching learners the rules and conventions of
language use in social contexts. Yined Tello Rueda (2006) claims that this type of instruction
can be used as a facilitative tool to develop pragmatic competence in non-native speakers.
Explicit instruction can help learners understand the underlying principles of language use
and how to apply them in different social situations.

Role-plays are another useful strategy for improving pragmatic competence in non-
native speakers. Role-plays involve simulating real-life social situations and practicing
language use in these contexts. Tiaoyuan Mao (2021) reported role-plays can help non-native
speakers practice using language in realistic contexts and to respond appropriately to
different social situations. Role-plays can also provide opportunities for feedback and
reflection, allowing learners to identify areas for improvement and to develop their pragmatic
competence further.

Self-assessment is a strategy that involves learners reflecting on their own language use
and identifying areas for improvement. Carmen Pérez Sabater (2014) showed that non-native
speakers can assess their own pragmatic competence by reflecting on their language use in
different social situations and identifying areas where they struggle. Self-assessment can help
learners develop self-awareness and take ownership of their learning. It can also provide
opportunities for feedback and reflection, allowing learners to track their progress and make
adjustments as needed.

Observation is another effective strategy for improving pragmatic competence in non-
native speakers. According to Elsayed Mahmoud (2013) observing native speakers'
interactions in a natural setting can help learners understand the cultural norms and
expectations surrounding speech acts in the target language. Observation can also provide
opportunities for learners to identify the linguistic resources used by native speakers to

realize speech acts and to apply these strategies in their own language use.

Finally, non-native speakers can improve their pragmatic competence in specific speech
acts such as requesting and apologizing strategies. Requesting and apologizing are essential
speech acts in social communication, and non-native speakers often struggle with these
speech acts due to cultural differences and linguistic resources. However, by learning the
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requesting and apologizing strategies used by native speakers, non-native speakers can
improve their pragmatic competence in these speech acts and communicate more effectively
in social contexts.

In conclusion, pragmatic competence is an essential aspect of language learning that
enables learners to communicate effectively in social contexts. Non-native speakers face
challenges in developing pragmatic competence due to differences in cultural backgrounds
and linguistic resources. However, by using strategies such as discourse completion tasks,
explicit pragmatic instruction, role-plays, self-assessment, observation, and specific speech act
strategies, non-native speakers can improve their pragmatic competence and communicate
more effectively in the target language.
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