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 This research paper analyses the importance of video and 
audio materials in teaching ESP, particularly legal English. The 
author conducts surveys among both teachers and law students. As 
part of the research, students wrote summaries based on the lessons 
with and without these materials. The author explores the 
challenges and the difficulties ESP teachers face in incorporating 
video & audio materials as well as analyzing the students' views on 
these materials in the classes. 
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Introduction 

The importance of including video and 

audio in teaching legal English. As soon as 

audio recording and video equipment were 

invented, people started using them for 

different reasons, military, music, 

advertisement, commercial purposes. It 

was not until the early 20th century, it 

became an important part of any language 

learning textbook. However, English for 

Specific Purposes (ESP) always lacked 

audio-video materials, particularly the 

Legal English sphere. It is widely believed 

that we can no longer teach any courses 

with just a textbook.  

Most language teachers believe that video 

and audio contents are interesting and they 

motivate students. (Cakir, 2006). He also 

states that audios and videos are authentic 

and contextualized classroom 

environments.  

According to Cakir (2006), language 

instructors find the video content both 

interesting and motivating as it creates a 

real, contextualized, and the authentic 

teaching-learning environment. 

However, textbooks still only include a few 

short audios without any videos even in the 

second decade of the 21st century. In this 

research paper, the author conducts a 

survey among 20 ESP teachers at the 

foreign language department of Tashkent 

State Law University and 100 students as 

well as writing tasks to check how video 

and audio materials affected their learning. 

Literature review 
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ideo and audio materials are relatively new 

in teaching ESP. Therefore, the research on 

these areas is also quite novel. The author 

selects the research which contributed 

most to the field. Muhammad Alhaj (2020) 

believes that video materials help the 

students to retain the information better 

because of visual aid. Using audio & video 

materials is a vital part of ESP because if 

they are at the appropriate level, they 

create interest in the subject and make the 

students more confident in communicative 

competence as well as making the lessons 

more engaging (Neda Radosavlevikj, 

2019). As Violeta Jurkovič (2015) states 

video & audio materials are seen as 

‘peripheral” in teaching ESP which needs to 

be researched more and it is expected that 

students and ESP teachers will benefit from 

the use of these materials. 

Methods 

In this research, the author used two 

methods of research: survey and writing 

tasks to check and analyze the 

effectiveness of the video and audio 

materials. 

First of all, 20 ESP teachers at the foreign 

language department were asked questions 

about the effectiveness of these materials.  

Teachers were asked 3 questions about 

including video & audio materials in 

teaching legal English. The first question 

was about the effectiveness of these 

materials. The second question was an 

open-ended question about the challenges 

teachers face when using or finding these 

materials. The last question was on how 

much proportion of the lessons should 

audio & video materials be used in teaching 

legal English. 

Students were also asked 3 questions 

about the use of these materials. The 

questions included questions such as “do 

you think video/audio materials make the 

lessons more interesting?”, “What are the 

challenges you face with these materials?”  

“If you are asked to read a page of a 

coursebook or watch a 5-minute video, 

which one would you do?” 

Students were asked to write a summary of 

the lessons. As a part of the research, there 

were 3 lessons conducted with audio & 

video materials and 3 lessons without 

these materials, mainly using the textbook. 

After each three lessons students are asked 

to write a summary of the lessons to see 

how much they understood the lesson and 

how interesting the lesson has been 

conducted.  

The summary questions were as follows:  

1. What did you learn in the lesson? 

2. How was the lesson 

interesting/boring? 

3. What do you think about the 

materials used in the classroom? 

4. What are the challenges you faced 

during the lesson? 

5. If you could change, what would you 

change in this lesson, why? 

These questions helped to analyze and find 

out the importance of the video & audio 

materials and the challenges students face 

with audio materials. Moreover, what 

should ESP teachers do to make the 

learning enjoyable and achieve the 

objectives of the lesson? 

Results 

Results were pretty interesting and there 

were some unexpected results as well. 
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When asked about the effectiveness of the 

video & audio materials, 

 80% of the teachers chose the option of 

“effective” when asked about the 

effectiveness of these materials. While 10% 

of them chose the option of “I am not sure”, 

and 10% “no”, respectively. 

 

Graph 1 (Do you think video & audio materials are effective in teaching legal English?)

In open ended questions, teachers wrote 

about their challenges they face while 

teaching legal English. One of the teacher 

wrote “It is time-consuming to find a video 

which is at the right level for my students”. 

Another teacher says “I have 4 groups of 

sophomore students, all of them are at 

different level from beginner to advanced, I 

need to find these materials at four levels, 

for which I do not have adequate time and 

energy”. Another experienced teacher 

wrote “Finding related video or audio is 

difficult and what is more difficult and 

time-consuming is I need to watch them 

beforehand to make sure that there is no 

culture-sensitive materials in them”.  

Other teachers wrote about the 

technological challenges such as the lack of 

speakers in the classrooms and teachers 

have to bring with them, computers do not 

support certain video and audio formats, 

etc. 

Critics of the usage of video & audio 

materials believes that while conducting 

video & audio enriched lessons, teachers 

forget about textbook exercises which will 

be in midterms and final exams. 

The last but not least, when asked about 

how much of video & audio materials 

should consist of the lesson, 20% of the 

ESP teachers at the department believe   

They should not exceed more than 10% of 

all materials. Another 20% of the teachers 

believe they should be more than 50%, 

while the majority of teachers (60%) think 

audio & video materials must be between 

20-30%.                          
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Graph 2How much should the audio & video materials be used in teaching legal English?

When it comes to students' responses, they 

were interesting to find out and quite 

unexpected as well. 

100% of the students think video & audio 

materials make the Legal English lessons 

interesting. 

 

Graph 3 Do you think video & audio materials make the lessons interesting?

When asked about the challenges that 

students face when these materials are 

used in the classroom, one learner wrote 

“In some videos they speak too fast that I 

can’t understand them, in other videos they 

speak so slow”. Another student says “They 

are not at my level, I mostly face difficulty 

with understanding the whole meaning, I 

have to listen to them 3-4 times, but the 

teacher only plays once in the class”. The 

other students wrote “The people in the 

video speak in different accents which I 

find them difficult to fully comprehend. 

Moreover, some of them speak too fast”. 

Other students wrote about the difficulties 

of the videos and audios to understand 
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different varieties of the English spoken by 

the speakers and the words that are used 

in the video which students do not 

understand. 

When students were asked to choose to 

read a page from the textbook or 

watch/listen to 5 minutes audio/video, 

85% of the students went with the latter 

one. 

 

Graph 4 Do you prefer to read a page from your textbook or listen/watch 5 minutes 

audio/video.

In terms of summaries, 50% of students 

who participated in lessons without these 

materials did not complete the task fully or 

at all. On the other hand, after video & 

audio enriched classes, this figure was just 

5%. Mostly students mentioned about the 

length of the teacher talk, boring multiple 

choice activities, ec. Majority of them wrote 

a couple of legal vocabularies when they 

were asked on what they learned. On the 

other hand, students wrote more and 

elaborated on every question of the 

summaries, they mentioned about the 

authenticity of the materials, different 

accents and people. Most of the students 

were satisfied with the materials used in 

the classroom saying they were engaging. 

Discussion 

From the results of the research, it can be 

seen that video & audio materials are a 

must in ESP classes. From the teachers' 

responses, it can be concluded that most of 

these teachers feel that these materials are 

important when delivering the lessons but 

as the textbooks do not contain such 

important elements, they find it time-

consuming and difficult to adapt to their 

classes. While almost all teachers believe 

these materials should be in all classes, the 

proportion of video & audio materials is a 

question must of them think differently. 

However, more than half of the teachers 

think 20-30% is a good range. 

When it comes to students’ surveys, the 

majority of them have a positive attitude 

towards the use of these materials in their 

classes, however, they find them 

challenging for various reasons.  

In terms of summary results, it is evident 

that after video & audio enriched lessons, 

students wrote more and elaborated in all 

summary questions compared to the ones 
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which did not include any of them in which 

half of the students could not complete the 

summaries. 

In conclusion, it can be said that video and 

audios are an important part of materials 

in ESP, particularly in teaching legal 

English. Material designers should consider 

this when creating coursebooks. ESP 

teachers should also be cautious in 

choosing the appropriate level of these 

materials so that students understand 

them. If needed teachers are advised to 

give the scripts of the videos and the 

audios. 

 

Limitations 

The research was conducted with 20 ESP 

teachers who teach legal English which 

may not apply to all ESP areas. The number 

of students was just 100 which is good 

enough but researchers may get different 

results if they conduct the research with 

larger groups of students. Last but not 

least, only 3 lessons were compared which 

means there can be huge differences when 

the whole course is conducted in one or 

other modalities. 
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