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Communication is a product of human
thinking, and in this process, speakers
create various speech structures (speech
acts) aimed at different goals. A speech act
is a speech act directed at a specific goal,
accepted by members of society and
performed in accordance with the rules of
speech behavior.

The emergence and study of the speech act
problem in linguistics is connected with the
philosophical views of the Australian
philosopher L. Wittgenstein on the issue of
linguistic activity. The theory of the speech
act was first put forward by the English
philosopher J. Austin. In the book "How to
do things with words" published after his
death, the theory of speech act and the
classification of speech acts were dissolved.
Speech act has a strong relation in
linguistics. Speech act itself has a
performative function which emphasizes

Communicative pragmatic studies are taking many
linguists’ attention which is very important in linguistics.
Some researches have been done in this field, however
there are still too many questions that need answers. In
this article, we are going to analyze directive speech acts
in English and Uzbek languages.

an action between the interlocutors. The
performative function is very important in
communication so that the speech act will
talk about the function of language in
communication and also and action
expressed by the interlocutors. In
understanding the speech act, a situation
behind an action must be considered.
Austin in his theory of language and action
distinguishes three kinds of acts; they are
the locutionary, the illocutionary, and the
perlocutionary. Then explanation each kind
of acts as follows according to Sadock.

a. Locutionary act is performed to
communicate.

b. Illocutionary act is speech accomplished
by communicating the intentions to
accomplish them.

c. The perlocutionary act is the by-products
of acts communication. It is the act
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performed by the hearer as an effect on the
speaker’s utterance.

Searle defines directives are that kind of
speech act that represent attempts by the
speaker to get the addressee to do
something.  This
supported by Yule. Considering the above
description, it can be seen that the most
prominent context in directive speech act is
about the hearer and the relationship
between speaker and hearer in both
English and Uzbek language. Relationship
between speaker and hearer can be an
indicator that makes the speaker use a
different way to ask a question, make a
request, or issue an invitation.

Based on its functions of English and Uzbek
language, Directive speech acts can be used
as Command, Request, Prohibition, and
Question. The description is as follows:
Command

Commands are sentences which normally
have no overt grammatically subject, and
whose verb is in the imperative mood. The

definition is also

command is also wused to instruct
somebody to do something. It tends to be
demanding, means that the order must be
fulfilled.

Example: Just get out of here!

Get a computer and track my phone!

No. Stop!

Request

A request is a way of ordering something
from the hearer. The request is not like a
command, it is generally less demanding.
The example is could you “lend me a pen,
please?”. In some cases, a request tends to
use hints to produce a request. Searle in
Cole (1975) states that sometimes a
speaker may utter the sentence “I want you
to do it” by way of requesting the hearer to
do something. Here, the utterance is
incidentally meant as a statement, but
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actually, it is also meant primarily as a
request made by way of making a
statement.

Example: Do you want to go with me?

Let’s just go home.

Come on Ned, please.

Prohibition

Prohibition means to prevent the hearer
from doing something. For example: “Don’t
touch that!”

No, Stay!

[ said not now!

Question

Searle classifies question as a kind of
directives speech act since they attempt a
speaker to get the hearer to answer that
question. It means that a question is also
performing a speech act. Questioning
performatives include: ask, inquire, query,
question and quiz.

Example:

What'’s your name?

What year are you?

Do you know who I am?

By studying the English and Uzbek
languages based on pragmatics, we can get
bid advantages. We can talk about people’s
intended meanings, their assumptions,
their goals, and the kinds of action
(request, refusal, agreement, thanking,
apologizing, etc) when they are speaking.
And to achieve success in communication, a
speaker from one language should
understand the meaning and effects of
utterances in relation to the context and
the speaker’s intention.

In the context of learning Uzbek linguistics,
people may understand about
strategies,
speech act, or maxims of conversation.
Those categories of linguistics studies can
be used to learn a language particularly in
communicating with others. One of the

sociolinguistics,  politeness
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linguistics studies which have a close
relationship in communication is speech
act. According to Searle, speech act refers
to linguistic communications which
present intention behavior. Speech acts are
the way of people how to understand a

www.in-academy.uz

Directive speech acts is a kind of speech act
that the speaker uses to get someone else
to do something. The speaker tries to get
the listener to do an act such as a way to do
a future action according to the intention of
the speaker.

speaker’s  intention  through  some
utterances delivered by them.
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