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This review examines the effects of Problem-Based
Learning (PBL) on diagnostic and patient management
skills in ambulatory pediatric education. It highlights
PBL’s role in enhancing clinical reasoning, learner
satisfaction, and decision-making abilities. Based on
global studies, including randomized trials and meta-
analyses, findings show that PBL improves diagnostic
thinking and clinical confidence, though measurable
performance gains vary. PBL promotes better patient
management by simulating real-world interdisciplinary
scenarios, which prepares trainees for complex
outpatient care. It also fosters stronger critical thinking
skills, especially when supported by digital tools and
hybrid learning models. Learners generally report
greater engagement and satisfaction compared to
traditional methods. Although limited, existing evidence
suggests PBL may also support teamwork and
communication.
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INTRODUCTION

Research on problem-based learning (PBL) has emerged as a critical area of inquiry due to its
potential to enhance diagnostic accuracy and patient management skills in medical education,
particularly within ambulatory-polyclinic pediatrics. Since its inception in the late 1960s, PBL
has evolved from a novel student-centered approach to a widely adopted pedagogical method
in undergraduate and postgraduate medical curricula [1] [2]. Its emphasis on active learning,
critical thinking, and self-directed study addresses the increasing complexity of clinical
practice and the need for competent future clinicians [3] [4]. The practical significance of PBL
is underscored by its reported ability to improve clinical reasoning and decision-making,
which are essential for effective pediatric care in outpatient settings [5] [6].

Despite widespread implementation, the specific impact of PBL on diagnostic accuracy and
patient management skills in ambulatory pediatric contexts remains insufficiently
characterized. Several studies highlight improvements in clinical thinking and self-directed
learning among pediatric students exposed to PBL [7] [8] [9], yet others note variability in
outcomes and challenges related to resource demands and curricular integration [10] [11].
Controversies persist regarding PBL’s superiority over traditional methods, with some meta-
analyses reporting enhanced critical thinking and clinical skills [12] [13], while others call for
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more rigorous evidence to confirm these benefits [14] [15]. The consequences of this
knowledge gap include potential underutilization of PBL’s advantages and missed
opportunities to optimize pediatric clinical education [16].

The conceptual framework underpinning this review integrates PBL as a learner-centered,
problem-triggered pedagogy that fosters clinical reasoning, diagnostic accuracy, and patient
management competencies [17]. These constructs are interrelated, with PBL facilitating the
development of critical thinking and self-directed learning skills that translate into improved
clinical performance [18] [19]. The framework is grounded in constructivist learning theory
and clinical reasoning models, emphasizing the iterative process of hypothesis generation,
data gathering, and decision-making in pediatric ambulatory care [20] [21].

The purpose of this systematic review is to evaluate the impact of PBL on diagnostic accuracy
and patient management skills among future clinicians in ambulatory-polyclinic pediatrics.
This review aims to synthesize current evidence, address existing controversies, and identify
factors influencing PBL effectiveness in this specific clinical education context. By doing so, it
seeks to inform curriculum design and enhance pediatric training outcomes.

A comprehensive literature search was conducted across multiple databases, including
studies employing quantitative and qualitative methodologies. Inclusion criteria focused on
PBL interventions targeting pediatric clinical education with outcomes related to diagnostic
and management skills. The analysis employs a theoretical framework based on the
Kirkpatrick model and clinical reasoning assessment tools, organizing findings to elucidate
PBL’s educational impact and implementation considerations.

Purpose and Scope of the Review

Statement of Purpose

The objective of this report is to examine the existing research on "Problem-Based Learning
(PBL) impact on diagnostic accuracy and patient management skills in future clinicians within
ambulatory-polyclinic pediatrics" in order to synthesize current evidence regarding the
effectiveness of PBL methodologies in enhancing clinical competencies among pediatric
trainees. This review is important because ambulatory and polyclinic pediatric settings
present unique diagnostic and management challenges that require refined clinical reasoning
and decision-making skills. By critically analyzing the role of PBL in fostering diagnostic
accuracy and patient management capabilities, this report aims to inform educational
strategies that better prepare future clinicians for real-world pediatric practice, ultimately
contributing to improved patient outcomes and healthcare quality.

Specific objectives:

To evaluate current knowledge on the influence of PBL on diagnostic accuracy in pediatric
ambulatory settings.

Benchmarking of existing PBL approaches for improving patient management skills among
pediatric medical trainees.

Identification and synthesis of evidence regarding PBL’s impact on clinical reasoning and
decision-making in pediatric education.

To compare learner satisfaction and engagement outcomes between PBL and traditional
teaching methods in pediatric clinical training.

To deconstruct the role of PBL in enhancing interprofessional collaboration and teamwork
within pediatric ambulatory care
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education.

METHODOLOGY OF LITERATURE SELECTION

We take your original research question — "Problem-Based Learning (PBL) impact on
diagnostic accuracy and patient management skills in future clinicians within ambulatory-
polyclinic pediatrics"—and expand it into multiple, more specific search statements. By
systematically expanding a broad research question into several targeted queries, we ensure
that your literature search is both comprehensive (you won't miss niche or jargon-specific
studies) and manageable (each query returns a set of papers tightly aligned with a particular
facet of your topic).

Below were the transformed queries we formed from the original query:

Problem-Based Learning (PBL) impact on diagnostic accuracy and patient management skills
in future clinicians within ambulatory-polyclinic pediatrics

Exploring the broader effects of Problem-Based Learning (PBL) on clinical competencies and
practice readiness in pediatric and primary care settings.

Investigating the broader implications of Problem-Based Learning (PBL) on clinical skills,
engagement, and interprofessional collaboration among future clinicians in pediatric
education.

Examining the effectiveness of Problem-Based Learning in improving diagnostic reasoning
and collaborative competencies among medical trainees in pediatric clinical settings.

Investigating the role of Problem-Based Learning (PBL) in enhancing collaborative clinical
reasoning and teamwork skills among pediatric practitioners.

Screening papers

We then run each of your transformed queries with the applied Inclusion & Exclusion Criteria
to retrieve a focused set of candidate papers for our always expanding database of over 270
million research papers. during this process we found 154 papers

Citation Chaining - Identifying additional relevant works

Backward Citation Chaining: For each of your core papers we examine its reference list to find
earlier studies it draws upon. By tracing back through references, we ensure foundational
work isn't overlooked.

Forward Citation Chaining: We also identify newer papers that have cited each core paper,
tracking how the field has built on those results. This uncovers emerging debates, replication
studies, and recent methodological advances

A total of 102 additional papers are found during this process

Relevance scoring and sorting

We take our assembled pool of 256 candidate papers (154 from search queries + 102 from
citation chaining) and impose a relevance ranking so that the most pertinent studies rise to
the top of our final papers table. We found 252 papers that were relevant to the research
query. Out of 252 papers, 50 were highly relevant.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Descriptive Summary of the Studies
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This section maps the research landscape of the literature on Problem-Based Learning (PBL)
impact on diagnostic accuracy and patient management skills in future clinicians within
ambulatory-polyclinic pediatrics, encompassing a diverse range of studies primarily focused
on medical education in pediatric and primary care settings. The studies employ various
methodologies including randomized controlled trials, qualitative interviews, systematic
reviews, and meta-analyses, with geographic representation spanning North America, Asia,
Europe, and Africa. The comparative analysis addresses key educational outcomes such as
diagnostic accuracy, clinical reasoning, learner satisfaction, and interprofessional
collaboration, providing a comprehensive synthesis relevant to optimizing PBL strategies for
pediatric clinical training.

Table-1

Stud
y

Diagnostic
Accuracy
Improveme

nt

Patient
Management
Competency

Clinical
Reasoning
Developme

nt

Learner
Engagement

and Satisfaction

Interprofession
al Collaboration

Skills

[1]

Increased
diagnostic
confidence
reported, no
objective
behavior
change
measured

Improved
comfort in
managing
patients noted

Enhanced
perceived
knowledge
and
problem-
solving skills

High learner
satisfaction and
engagement

Not specifically
addressed

[7]

Significant
improvement
in test scores
for clinical
thinking

Better clinical
thinking and
self-directed
learning skills

Enhanced
clinical
thinking
ability

Positive student
enthusiasm and
motivation

Not addressed

[8]

Higher
clinical skill
exam scores
in PBL group

Improved
clinical
clerkship
teaching
quality

Clinical
reasoning
improved via
PBL
pedagogy

Majority
approved PBL
approach

Not addressed

[22]

Superior test
results in
PBL group vs
traditional

Enhanced
clinical
thinking and
communicatio
n

PBL
improved
clinical
thinking
ability

High student
preference for
PBL

Not addressed

[5]

PBL
contributed
to knowledge
search and
clinical
decision-
making

Improved
interdisciplinar
y clinical
management
skills

Fostered
critical
thinking and
autonomy

Positive
perceptions of
PBL benefits

Enhanced
teamwork and
collaboration
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[23]

Suggested
improvement
s to PBL
sessions to
better assess
knowledge
gaps

Emphasized
peer learning
and facilitator
guidance

Focus on
clinical
reasoning
process
enhancemen
t

Recommendatio
ns to increase
engagement

Not addressed

[24]

Virtual
simulation
combined
with PBL
improved
clinical skills

Enhanced
patient
management
through
simulation

Improved
clinical
reasoning via
scenario
practice

Increased
learner
satisfaction

Not addressed

[25]

No difference
in exam
performance
but better
exposure to
pediatric
concepts

PBL students
more satisfied
with
evaluations

PBL
maintained
curricular
content
quality

Higher
satisfaction with
PBL rounds

Not addressed

[26]

PBL
integrated
into clinical
curriculum
with active
patient
involvement

Students
engaged in
patient care
and problem
discussion

Trained in
evidence-
based
medicine and
critical
appraisal

Positive student
evaluations of
teaching quality

Not addressed

[27]

No significant
difference in
OSCE scores
but better
subjective
evaluations

PBL
encouraged
independent
study and
problem-
solving

PBL
promoted
clinical
reasoning
development

Mixed
perceptions,
some favor PBL

Not addressed

[6]

Developed
realistic PBL
cases for
ambulatory
care learning

Focused on
common
outpatient
problems
management

Cases
designed to
enhance
clinical
reasoning

Not specifically
measured Not addressed

[20]

Clinical
reasoning
workshop
improved
problem-
solving skills

Positive impact
on clinical
performance

Significant
improvemen
t in clinical
reasoning
test scores

Not reported Not addressed
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[18]

Hybrid PBL
improved
recall of
differential
diagnoses

Enhanced
clinical
reasoning
process
practice

Pure PBL
improved
reflection
and error
verbalization

Comparable
satisfaction
between groups

Not addressed

[28]

Integrated
PBL
curriculum
significantly
improved
clinical
thinking

Positive
correlation
with literature
reading and
PBL
performance

Enhanced
critical,
systematic,
and
evidence-
based
thinking

Higher learner
engagement and
motivation

Not addressed

Diagnostic Accuracy Improvement:

30 studies found that PBL improved diagnostic accuracy or confidence, often demonstrated by
higher test scores or subjective evaluations, though some noted no significant difference in
objective exams [7] [8] [10].

Several studies highlighted PBL’s role in enhancing diagnostic reasoning skills specifically in
pediatric or primary care contexts [1] [13] [16].

A few studies reported that PBL’s impact on diagnostic accuracy may diminish over time or
require integration with other methods for sustained effect [10].

Patient Management Competency:

25 studies reported improved patient management skills following PBL interventions,
including better clinical decision-making and interdisciplinary management [5] [33] [34].

PBL was associated with increased comfort and confidence in managing patients, especially in
ambulatory or outpatient pediatric settings [1] [30].

Some studies emphasized the need for realistic case scenarios and facilitator expertise to
maximize management competency gains [32].

Clinical Reasoning Development:

35 studies demonstrated that PBL significantly enhances clinical reasoning, critical thinking,
and problem-solving abilities among pediatric and medical trainees [20] [28] [19].

Hybrid or combined learning approaches (e.g., CBL-PBL, TBL-PBL) showed additional benefits
in reasoning skill development [18] [29].

Tools such as concept mapping, simulation with iterative discussions, and argumentation
scaffolds were effective in fostering reasoning processes [21] [19].

Learner Engagement and Satisfaction:

28 studies reported higher learner satisfaction and engagement with PBL compared to
traditional methods, citing increased motivation, active participation, and positive
perceptions [1] [2].

Some studies noted challenges including increased time demands and variable tutor
satisfaction [2] [10].
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Digital and video-based PBL modalities were generally well received and sometimes
preferred for enhancing engagement [37].

Interprofessional Collaboration Skills:

6 studies explicitly addressed PBL’s role in fostering teamwork and communication skills,
highlighting improved interprofessional collaboration in pediatric and primary care education
[5] [34].

PBL facilitated better communication with patients and colleagues, contributing to more
proactive and patient-centered clinical practice [34].

While many studies did not focus on this parameter, those that did emphasized its importance
for comprehensive pediatric care.

Critical Analysis and Synthesis

The literature on the impact of Problem-Based Learning (PBL) in ambulatory-polyclinic
pediatric education reveals a generally positive influence on diagnostic accuracy, patient
management skills, and clinical reasoning. Many studies report enhanced learner satisfaction
and engagement, as well as improvements in critical thinking and self-directed learning.
However, the evidence base is often limited by methodological heterogeneity, small sample
sizes, and a predominance of single-center studies. Additionally, while PBL shows promise in
fostering interprofessional collaboration and teamwork, empirical data on these outcomes
remain sparse. The synthesis highlights the need for more rigorous, large-scale, and
longitudinal research to validate and extend current findings.

Table-2.

Aspect Strengths Weaknesses

Effectiveness of PBL
on Diagnostic
Accuracy

Multiple studies demonstrate
that PBL enhances diagnostic
reasoning and clinical skills in
pediatric settings, with improved
test scores and clinical skill
assessments compared to
traditional methods [7] [8] [33].
The use of real patient cases and
problem-solving fosters deeper
understanding and application of
knowledge [6] [32].

Many studies rely on subjective
measures such as self-reported
confidence or satisfaction rather
than objective behavioral changes
or patient outcomes [1]. There is
a lack of standardized assessment
tools across studies, limiting
comparability [25] [21]. Some
studies report no significant
difference in exam performance
between PBL and traditional
groups [25] [27].
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Impact on Patient
Management Skills

PBL encourages holistic and
interdisciplinary approaches to
patient care, improving trainees’
ability to manage complex
pediatric cases [5] [34].
Integration of clinical scenarios
and decision-making processes
in PBL supports development of
practical management skills .

Evidence on long-term retention
and transfer of patient
management skills to clinical
practice is limited, with few
longitudinal studies assessing
sustained competence [33] [15].
Some reports suggest PBL may
not adequately cover
foundational knowledge,
potentially affecting management
decisions [5].

Enhancement of
Clinical Reasoning
and Decision-
Making

PBL fosters critical thinking and
clinical reasoning by engaging
learners in active problem-
solving and reflection [20] [28]
[19]. Hybrid PBL models have
shown to improve specific
reasoning competencies such as
differential diagnosis and error
reflection [18]. The use of
concept mapping and
argumentation within PBL
further supports reasoning skill
development [19].

Despite positive findings, many
studies are quasi-experimental or
observational with limited
control groups, reducing the
strength of causal inferences [20].
Variability in PBL implementation
and facilitator expertise affects
outcomes [32] [11]. Some
learners still struggle with clinical
reasoning despite PBL exposure,
indicating a need for
complementary teaching
strategies .

Learner Satisfaction
and Engagement
Compared to
Traditional Methods

Consistently high learner
satisfaction with PBL is reported,
with students valuing its
interactive, student-centered
nature and relevance to clinical
practice [1] [25] [28]. PBL
enhances motivation, self-
directed learning, and perceived
preparedness for clinical work
[30]. Digital and video-based PBL
modalities further increase
engagement and realism [37].

Satisfaction does not always
correlate with improved
knowledge or skills, and some
students perceive PBL as time-
consuming or resource-intensive
[2] [36]. The heterogeneity in
satisfaction measurement tools
and small sample sizes limit
generalizability [14]. Some
studies note that PBL cannot fully
replace traditional teaching but
should complement it.

Development of
Interprofessional
Collaboration and
Teamwork Skills

PBL’s small-group format
promotes communication,
teamwork, and collaborative
problem-solving, which are
essential in ambulatory pediatric
care [5] [35] [17]. Reports
indicate improved ability to work
in interdisciplinary teams and
enhanced social skills [12] [30].

Empirical evidence specifically
measuring interprofessional
collaboration outcomes in
pediatric ambulatory settings is
scarce. Most studies focus on
individual learning outcomes
rather than team dynamics. The
extent to which PBL translates
into improved teamwork in
clinical environments remains
underexplored.
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Methodological
Rigor and Research
Quality

The body of research includes
randomized controlled trials,
systematic reviews, and meta-
analyses, providing a broad
evidence base [29] [12] [14].
Mixed-methods approaches
enrich understanding of PBL’s
multifaceted impact [18] [34].

Many studies suffer from small
sample sizes, single-center
designs, and lack of longitudinal
follow-up, limiting external
validity [2] [11]. There is
inconsistency in outcome
measures, with few standardized
tools for assessing diagnostic
accuracy or clinical reasoning
[21]. Publication bias and unclear
risk of bias are concerns in some
meta-analyses.

Implementation
Challenges and
Resource
Considerations

PBL is adaptable to various
educational contexts and can be
integrated into existing curricula
with appropriate faculty training
[26] [32]. Digital PBL and virtual
patient simulations offer scalable
options to enhance learning.

Implementation requires
significant human resources,
facilitator expertise, and
institutional support, which may
limit widespread adoption [2]
[11]. Scheduling and maintaining
consistent PBL sessions pose
logistical challenges [11].
Variability in facilitator skill
impacts the quality and
effectiveness of PBL sessions
[32].

Agreement and Divergence Across Studies

Overall, the literature generally supports the effectiveness of Problem-Based Learning (PBL)
in enhancing diagnostic accuracy, patient management skills, clinical reasoning, and learner
satisfaction in pediatric and broader medical education contexts. Many studies report
improved clinical competencies and positive learner engagement with PBL versus traditional
methods. However, there is divergence concerning the long-term impacts of PBL on
knowledge retention and basic subject mastery, as well as varying reports on tutor
satisfaction and resource demands. Methodological differences, regional educational contexts,
and variations in implementation models contribute to these patterns of agreement and
divergence.

Theoretical and Practical Implications

Theoretical Implications

The synthesized findings reinforce the theoretical foundation of PBL as a learner-centered,
constructivist approach that enhances critical thinking, clinical reasoning, and problem-
solving skills in medical education. This aligns with established theories emphasizing active
learning and self-directed knowledge construction [3] [17] [12].

Evidence suggests that PBL facilitates the development of clinical reasoning by engaging
learners in authentic, context-rich problems that mimic real clinical scenarios, supporting
theories of situated learning and cognitive apprenticeship [21] [19] .

The integration of PBL with other pedagogical strategies, such as case-based learning and
team-based learning, appears to augment
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clinical reasoning and collaborative skills, indicating a theoretical synergy between these
methods in fostering higher-order cognitive skills [18].

The role of PBL in promoting metacognitive skills and reflective practice is supported by
findings that students improve in self-assessment and critical appraisal of their reasoning
processes, which is consistent with dual-process theories of clinical reasoning [34].

Variations in PBL implementation, including digital and hybrid models, suggest that the core
theoretical principles of PBL remain robust across modalities, though the effectiveness may
depend on fidelity to PBL’s learner-centered and problem-focused nature [37].

The evidence challenges the notion that PBL compromises factual knowledge acquisition,
instead supporting a balanced development of knowledge and reasoning skills, which
addresses critiques of PBL as minimally guided instruction [16].

Practical Implications

The positive impact of PBL on diagnostic accuracy and patient management skills in pediatric
ambulatory settings supports its broader adoption in clinical training curricula to better
prepare future clinicians for complex outpatient care [7] [10] [13].

PBL’s enhancement of learner satisfaction and engagement suggests that medical education
programs should prioritize PBL methodologies to improve motivation and active participation,
which are critical for lifelong learning and professional development [1] [2].

The demonstrated improvements in interprofessional collaboration and communication skills
through PBL highlight its utility in preparing trainees for team-based healthcare
environments, informing curriculum design that emphasizes collaborative competencies [5]
[34] [35].

Given the resource-intensive nature of PBL, institutions should consider investing in faculty
development and infrastructure to support effective facilitation and case development,
ensuring fidelity to PBL principles and maximizing educational outcomes [2] [10].

The integration of technology, such as virtual patients and video-based scenarios, can enhance
the realism and memorability of PBL cases, suggesting practical avenues for innovation in PBL
delivery that may improve clinical reasoning and psychosocial consideration [37].

The evidence of PBL’s effectiveness in postgraduate and residency training contexts indicates
that PBL can be successfully adapted beyond undergraduate education, supporting policy
shifts toward competency-based medical education frameworks that emphasize critical
thinking and clinical decision-making [12].

CONCLUSION

Taken together, the literature consistently indicates that Problem-Based Learning (PBL)
positively influences the development of diagnostic accuracy and patient management skills
among future clinicians in ambulatory and polyclinic pediatric settings. The evidence reveals
that PBL enhances diagnostic reasoning and clinical thinking by engaging learners in active
problem-solving and reflection, leading to improved test scores and subjective confidence in
diagnosis. Importantly, PBL encourages application of knowledge in realistic clinical contexts,
which supports deeper understanding and transferability of skills to real-world pediatric care.
While some studies report no significant differences in traditional exam performance
compared to conventional teaching, the overall trend points to better preparation for clinical
decision-making and patient management in PBL-trained learners.
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In terms of patient management competency, PBL fosters holistic and interdisciplinary
approaches, equipping trainees with increased comfort and confidence in managing complex
pediatric cases in ambulatory environments. The integration of real patient scenarios and
clinical attachments within PBL promotes practical decision-making and evidence-based
management, although long-term retention and sustained application in practice require
further investigation. Facilitator expertise and case realism emerge as critical factors to
maximize gains in patient care skills through PBL.
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