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As a result of fundamental reforms in the political, economic, social, spiritual and 

cultural spheres during the establishment of the independent Republic of Uzbekistan and the 

development stage up to today, the studying our history  of the new society's establishment 

on the basis of authentic historical sources written in different languages, especially through 

the translation of sources made it possible to analyze historical data in them and introduce 

them into scientific circulation.  

After all, the one-sided use of sources in studying the history of our country during the 

time of the former Soviets led to the fact that our history was not covered objectively, and it 

was misinterpreted in many ways. 

There are many sources written in local and European languages that shed light on the 

history of the events related to the era of Shaybanite’s political, state administration and 

socio-economic  life of our country in the 16th century  and most of them belong to historians, 

ambassadors, merchants and tourists.  Memoirs of the English ambassador, tourist and 

merchant Antonio Jenkinson are an important source especially in illuminating the socio-

economic and political situation of this period. A comparative analysis and critical study of the 

information on the history of our country in this work based on local materials will make it 

possible to clarify many events. 

Little is known about Antonio Jenkinson’s life.  His first journey dates back to his youth 

and he traveled until 1572. He was a sailor and skilled tradesman. He had been working for 

“Moscow Trading Company” for a long time and had successfully completed the company’s 

tasks.  English spy and diplomat Antonio Jenkinson (year of birth unknown- died 1610 or 

1611) was the son-in-law of John Marsh whose the Governor of the Moscow Trading 

Company.  He traveled a lot in Europe, Asia and Africa. He was the first representative of the 
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Lords of Liverpool and the ambassador of England in the government of Ivan Grozny. With the 

permission of the Russian Tsar Ivan Grozny, he visited Iran and Central Asia in 1558-59s and 

1562-64s. In 1566, he became the firs ambassador of England in Moscow.   He performed 

several tasks in addition to diplomatic duties. 

A map made by Antonio Jenkinson during his trip was published in London under the 

name “Description of Russia Muscovy and Tataria”. This map has historical and scientific 

value. Jenkinson's map was included in the atlas when Abraham Arteliy's Landscape of the 

Globe was published. Abraham Arteliy (1527-1598y) was a Flemish geographer and 

cartographer.  

In 1558, Antonio Jenkinson took a label from  the Russian Tsar and set off from Moscow 

to Central Asia.  Antonio Jenkinson  and  his partners spent 3 month (December 12, 1558 - 

March 2, 1559) in the Khanate of Bukhara with great difficulties.  The tourist left valuable 

information about the city, its socio-economic life, the khan and his military forces, internal 

and external trade.  

On July 14 of this year, Antonio Jenkinson and his companions arrived in Astrakhan. On 

July 27, he landed on the Mangishlaq (now Mangistau) peninsula on the shores of the Caspain 

Sea. At that time, the Caspain Sea was known as the Hazar Sea in Turkish languages, Bahri 

Hazar in Persian and Arabic languages,  Caspain Sea in European languages. One of the 

important channels from the Caspain Sea to the interior of Central Asia is Mangishlaq, and the 

traveler wrote about the administration here: "These(earthly) solders were in the service of 

the countrys king called Temur Sultan (Hajimkhan’s brother). These Tatars stopped our 

caravans and collected taxes in the name of their king. They consume koumiss and meat.They 

have no bread.The king gave me a trade label.  

From this information, it can be understood that the nomadic population lived around 

the north-western regions of the Caspain Sea - the Mangishlaq Peninsula (today’s Mangistau 

region in Western Kazakhistan) and the Turko-Mongol people’s lifestyle prevailed among 

them. When Antonio Jenkinson came to Mangishlaq, these territories belonged to the 

Genghisy dynasty whose center was in the city of Astrakhan (Ashtrakhan-Khoji Tarkhan), and 

the representative of this dynasty were descendants of Botukhan whose the ruler of the 

Golden Horde. Jenkinson’s host was Gengisy ruler Timur Sultan, about whom traveler wrote:  

“This sultan lives in the desert, without any city or palace. His residence is made of reeds 

and covered with carpets. The sultan asked me about our kingdom, its laws, its region, I was 

interrogated about the reasons for mu coming here” 

This information which describes the meeting of a tourist with one of the steppe, gives 

certain ideas about the socio-political and etno-cultural life in the desert and steppe parts of 

Central Asia in the Middle Ages and helps to further increase the current understanding of the 

economic and household lifestyle of the nomadic population. Jenkinson who is a 

representative of a different culture which caused him to dwell on this issue in depth, such an 

“unusual situation” in the lifestyle of Asians was almost exceptional in Europe and its close 

neighbors by the Middle Ages.  

Jenkinson’s direct information about the city of Saraychik, one of the capital of the White 

Horde ulus and its ruler, as well as Vazir and Urganch of the Khorezm previnces, are valuable. 

According to numismatic and written sources, the city of Saraychik was founded in the second 
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part of 13th century or the beginning of the 14th century and it is one of the centers of the 

White Horde. The traveler wrote about the city of Saraychik: 

“One day’s journey from the Yayik River, there is a city called Saraychik (the ruins  which 

are now located on the left bank of the Ural River). The city is ruled by the mayor Mirzo 

Ismoil. There is no trade. The inhabitants are warriors and herdsmen”. It can be seen that the 

city was founded by nomads - Turko-Mongol  people and this place was not a specific 

economic center, but a political center, and the inhabitants of the city consisted of nomads 

who began to settle in the city. 

  Also, about the administration of the Bukhara Khanate: “In Bukhara, the khan rules for 

two or three years at most. During this period, he is killed or expelled...”. From this 

information,  it can be understood that until the accession of Abdullakhan II to the throne of 

the Bukhara Khanate in the middle of the 16th century, feudal disunity prevailed and the 

crown passed from hand to hand in the country. 

 In the work, some information about the Khan of Bukhara, Abdullakhan II was recorded, 

including: “On December 24, 1558, I met the Khan of Bukhara and presented him with the title 

of the Russian tsar. The khan welcomed me and invited me to the tablet. The khan asked me 

about the properties of the Russian tsar, the Russian state and its laws and asked about the 

Turkish sultan”. 

“There is a religious leader in Bukhara and he controls the implementation of laws in the 

city. The people obey him more than the governor. The khan changes governors according to 

his wishes”. It is known from the scientific researches of the following years that there is talk 

about the owner of the Juybor Muhammad Islam and the governor of Bukhara Burkhan 

Sultan.  

 To sum up, the ambassador, traveler and merchant Antonio Jenkinson was the first 

traveler from the Russian in Europe where the traveled through Central Asia. In the 16th 

century, despite internal conflicts and internal struggles, A. Jenkinson managed to travel in 

different parts of region. He summarized the result of his travels in these countries in his 

work entitled “Travel from Moscow, Russia to Bukhara, Bactria in 1558”. 

The information on the description of the Khanates of Bukhara and Khiva and its cities 

in Antonio Jenkinsons work was originally translated in Russian, by Y. Goethe in 1937. In 

1988, his partial translations were published by  B. V. Lunin.    At the same time, information 

from Jenkinson's work can also be observed in the works of B.A. Akhmedov,  A. Pankov. 

Although, there are some uncertainties and confusions in the information about the 16th 

century state management of our country written by Antonio Jenkinson,  his 16th century 

statehood is incomparable value as an important historical source for studying our history.  
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