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Abstract. In this article, we will explore the various ways in which politeness is expressed in
different cultures around the world. From greetings and gestures to language use and social
etiquette, we will delve into the diverse practices that shape interpersonal interactions in
various societies. By gaining insights into these cultural nuances, we can navigate cross-
cultural interactions with sensitivity, respect, and understanding.
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada biz dunyoning turli madaniyatlarida xushmuomalalik qanday
namoyon bo'lishini o'rganamiz. Salomlashish va imo-ishoralardan tortib tildan foydalanish va
ijtimoiy etiketka qadar biz turli jamiyatlarda shaxslararo munosabatlarni shakllantiradigan
turli xil amaliyotlarni ko'rib chigamiz. Ushbu madaniy nuanslar haqida tushunchaga ega
bo'lish orqali biz madaniyatlararo o0'zaro ta'sirlarni sezgirlik, hurmat va tushunish bilan
boshqarishimiz mumkin.
Kalit so‘zlar: xushmuomalalik, madaniyat, salomlashish, imo-ishoralar, ijtimoiy etiket,
madaniyatlararo o'zaro munosabatlar, muloqot, munosabatlarni ifodalash.

INTRODUCTION

Politeness is a fundamental aspect of social interaction,that varies greatly across different
cultures. The ways in which individuals express politeness can differsignificantly based on
cultural norms, values, and traditions. Understanding these differences is crucial for effective
communication and building/ positive ' relationships_with /people from different cultural
backgrounds.

One significant aspect of expressing politeness in different cultures is the use of formal
language and titles when addressing others. For example, in Japanese culture, it is common to
use honorifics such as "-san" or "-sama" after someone's name to show respect. In contrast, in
American culture, using titles like "Mr." or "Ms." followed by a person's last name is a common
way to show politeness. Another way that different cultures express politeness is through
gestures and body language. For example, in many Asian cultures, bowing is a common form
of showing respect and politeness. In Western cultures, a firm handshake and maintaining eye
contact are considered polite gestures.

Additionally, the concept of personal space varies across cultures and can impact how
politeness is expressed. In some cultures, such as those in Latin America or the Middle East,
people may stand closer together and touch more during conversations as a sign of warmth
and friendliness. In contrast, in cultures like those in Northern Europe or North America,
there is generally more distance maintained between individuals during interactions to
respect personal space.

There are so many various ways of expressing politeness in different culture, they are;
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1. Japan: In Japanese culture, it is important to show respect and politeness through bowing.
The depth of the bow can indicate the level of respect being shown.

2. India: In Indian culture, it is common to greet others with a respectful "Namaste" which
involves placing the hands together in front of the chest and bowing slightly.

3. China: In Chinese culture, showing politeness often involves using formal language and
addressing others by their title or surname with a respectful honorific.

4. France: In French culture, politeness is often expressed through formal greetings such as
"Bonjour” (good morning) or "Bonsoir" (good evening) and addressing others with titles such
as "Madame" or "Monsieur".

5. Middle East: In many Middle Eastern cultures, it is customary to offer guests food and
drink as a sign of hospitality and respect.

6. United Kingdom: In British culture, politeness is often expressed through phrases like
"please" and "thank you" and maintaining a respectful distance when interacting with others.
7. South Korea: In South Korean culture, showing politeness involves using formal speech
levels based on age, social status, and relationship with the other person.

8. Spain: In Spanish culture, it is common to greet others with a kiss on each cheek or a
handshake followed by polite conversation.

Each culture has its own unique ways of expressing politeness that reflect its values and social
norms.

Besides that there are many ways that different cultures express politeness and respect in
their interactions. Some common examples include:

1. Bowing: In many Asian cultures, bowingis a common gesture of respect and politeness.

2. Handshakes: In Western cultures, a firm handshake is often used as a sign of respect and
greeting.

3. Greetings: Different cultures have unique greetings that are considered polite, such as the
traditional "Namaste" in India or the "Salaam" in'Middle Eastern countries.

4. Use of titles: Addressing someone by their title or using honorifics like "Mr." or "Mrs." is
common in many cultures as a sign of respect.

5. Offering gifts: In some cultures, offering gifts'or hospitality is a way to show politeness and
gratitude.

6. Polite language: Using formal language or honorifics when speaking to someone older or
in a position of authority is common in many cultures.

One significant information is that adventages of getting some information and knowledge
about ways of expressing politeness in different culture.

1. Building strong relationships: Understanding and respecting the cultural norms of
politeness in different cultures shows that you value and respect the customs and traditions of
others. This can help to build strong relationships with people from diverse backgrounds.

2. Avoiding misunderstandings: Different cultures have different ways of expressing
politeness, and not being aware of these differences can lead to misunderstandings or
unintentional offense. By knowing how to be polite in various cultures, you can communicate
effectively and avoid misunderstandings.

3. Enhancing communication: Being aware of the ways of expressing politeness in different
cultures can enhance your communication skills. It allows you to adapt your language and
behavior to suit the cultural expectations, making interactions smoother and more effective.
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4. Showing empathy and respect: Demonstrating an understanding of different cultural
norms of politeness shows that you are empathetic towards others and respectful of their
beliefs and practices. This can help create a positive impression and foster mutual respect in
cross-cultural interactions.

5. Increasing cultural awareness: Learning about the ways of expressing politeness in
different cultures can increase your cultural awareness and sensitivity. It helps you appreciate
the diversity of human behavior and fosters a more open-minded and inclusive attitude
towards others.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, it is clear that different cultures have unique ways of expressing politeness and
showing respect. These customs and traditions play a significant role in shaping social
interactions and relationships within a society. By understanding and respecting the various
ways of showing politeness in different cultures, individuals can bridge cultural gaps and
foster greater understanding and harmony among diverse groups. Ultimately, practicing
empathy, open-mindedness, and cultural sensitivity is key to effectively navigating the
complexities of cross-cultural communication and building positive relationships with people
from around the world.
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