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TPYIHOCTH NMPENOJABAHUSA AHTJIMHCKOIO A3BIKA CTYJIEHTAM C
MHBAJIMAHOCTbBIO

AHHoTanmsa: CraTbsl paccMaTpUBaeT.wHpoOseMbl; C KOTOPbIMM CTaJKUBAKOTCA
npenojaBaTesy NPU 06y4YeHUH aHTJIMHCKOMY SI3bIKY CTYAEHTOB C UHBAJIMJHOCTBIO. B cTaThe
00CYXX/JIal0TCsl pas3/iMyHble THUIbl WHBAJUAHOCTH, BKJIOYas (u3nyecKue, YMCTBEHHble U
3MOIMOHaJ/IbHble PACCTPONCTBA, ¥ TO, KaK 3TU COCTOSIHUSA BAUSIOT Ha yCBOeHUe s13bIKa. Ocoboe
BHUMaHUe Yy/essieTcsl BaXKHOCTH HCII0JAb30BaHUS HHKJIO3UBHBIX MeETOJI0B O00y4YeHUs,
MEPCOHATM3UPOBAHHBIX MIJIAHOB 00YYEHUS M BCIOMOTATE/bHBIX TEXHOJIOTHUH.

KiloueBble c/10Ba: CTyZileHTbl C' OTpaHUYEHHBIMH BO3MOXKHOCTSIMM, OOy4eHHe
aHTJIMMCKOMY  fI3bIKY, TPYAHOCTH  TpeNoJaBaHUs, WHK/II3UBHOE  00Opa30BaHUE,
BCIIOMOTATEJ/IbHBIE o TEXHOJIOFU ,uny, IEPCOHAIMBMPOBAHHOE . OOy4YeHME,  ClleliuajJbHOe
o6pa3oBaHUe, podeccloHa bHOE pa3BUTHE NpenojaBatesen.

The term learning disabilities is.defined in different ways in different countries. In
Australia, the term refers to a small subgroup within'the general area of learning difficulties.
This subgroup involves'students who have difficulties in specific areas as a result of impairment
in one or more of the cognitive processes related to learning.

Learning difficulties are best summarised as neurologically-based processing problems.
Typically, these processing problems affect the acquisitions of basic skills such as reading,
writing or mathematics.

Having LDs does not mean that an individual cannot learn - absolutely not. It does mean,
however, that a compensating strategy may be needed for teaching that takes into
consideration the specific aspects of learning that the student has difficulties with. That is to
say, students with LDs may need a more individualised and tailored approach to learning.

LDs vary amongst individuals and the term actually refers to a wide group of disorders.
Some of the most common ones include:

. Dyslexia
. Dysgraphia
. Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)
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. Attention Deficit Hyperactivity (ADHD)

It is very important to remember that LDs are not a sign of low intelligence. They are, in
fact, in no way a reflection of intelligence level and many people with LDs possess above
average intellectual capabilities. Identification is key to managing LDs as best as possible and
giving students the most appropriate support in their learning.

Added vigilance for these signs is needed in developing countries in particular, since
students are far less likely to have been identified as having LDs than in many Western
countries where the systems and procedures of diagnosis are more rigorous. In fact, in some
countries LDs are not even officially recognised.

Below are some of the most common and identifiable warning signs that a student may
have LDs:

. auditory difficulties

. reading and writing difficulties
. motor difficulties

. memory difficulties

. attention difficulties

These specific areas of learning difficulties (known as learning disabilities) share the

following characteristics:

e are considered to be intrinsic to the individual,

e can cause a person to learn differently,

« are not linked to intellectual impairment (except incidentally),

e may coincidently exist with problems in self-regulatory behaviors, social perception and
social interaction,

e are life-long

e result in difficulty accessing the eurriculum unless educational'adjustments appropriate to
individual need are provided to prevent failure. In the American context a variety of definitions
of the term learning disabilities’have been proposed.

The American National Joint Committee onLearning Disabilities, for example, defines this
term in the following way: Learning disabilities is a general term that refers to a heterogeneous
group of disorders manifested by significant difficulties in the acquisition and use of listening,
speaking, reading, writing, reasoning, or mathematical abilities. These disorders are intrinsic
to the individual, presumed to be due to central nervous system dysfunction, and may occur
across the life span.

Also in the USA, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (2004, cited in
Wright, 2005, p. 9) defines the term specific learning disability as “a disorder in one or more of
the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or
written, that may manifest itself in the imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell,
or do mathematical calculations”. In Canada, the Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario
(2001) defines the term learning disabilities as follows: Learning Disabilities refers to a variety
of disorders that affect the acquisition, retention, understanding, organization or use of verbal
and/or non-verbal information. These disorders result from impairments in one or more
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psychological processes related to learning, in combination with otherwise average abilities
essential for thinking and reasoning. Learning disabilities are specific not global impairments
and as such are distinct from intellectual disabilities.

Similarly, the Learning Disabilities Association of Alberta defines the term learning
disabilities as “a number of disorders which may affect the acquisition, organization, retention,
understanding or use of verbal or nonverbal information”.

In the UK the term learning disabilities is used differently to refer to what is known in
Australia and many other countries as intellectual disabilities which are out of the scope of this
book; whereas the term specific learning difficulties (SpLDs) is used to refer to difficulties with
certain aspects of learning. These SpLDs include dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia and dysgraphia
(Department of Health, 2010).

Adults with learning disabilities have average, above average, or even exceptional
intelligence. They may be highly artistic, musical, or gifted in a specific academic area. Their
general intellectual functioning is not impaired and they are able to reason and make judgments
at least within the average range. In other words, people with learning disabilities are not slow
learners. They just learn in a different way. They learn inefficiently, due to inefficiencies in the
functioning of the brain.

Students with learning disabilities are not aware of how their minds work and fail to use
strategies that represent the dynamic processes underlying effective learning and academic
performance.

More specifically, these information processing disorders manifest themselves in
students’ failure to:

a) apply learning strategies,

b) orchestrate among various strategies, and

c) change strategies when they don't work, ormake adaptations to them when necessary.

In simple words, having a learning' disability means that the brain does not process
information normally. This, of course, requires modeling effective cognitive processes through
learning strategies instruction to help students with learning /disabilities change their
ineffective learning processes and employ effective ones in a reflective, purposeful way.

To help students with language learning disabilities overcome their own learning
difficulties, instruction should take as its aim the improvement of the underlying processes and
strategies these students depend upon to learn language skills as these skills are rooted in
complex processes.
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