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Abstract. This paper examines the key challenges and prospects of higher legal

education in the modern era. Digitalization, globalization, and evolving legal frameworks

reshape legal training, offering both opportunities and challenges. The study highlights the

need for hybrid learning, experiential education, Al-driven tools, and international

cooperation. Balancing traditional legal principles with modern innovations is essential for

meeting contemporary educational demands.
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Introduction. Higher legal education is undergoing significant changes in response to
modern societal, technological, and economie-demands. The rapid development of digital
technologies, globalization, and evolving legal frameworks have transformed the way law is
taught and practiced. While these advancements offer new opportunities for improving legal
education, they also present various challenges that require innovative solutions. This paper
explores the key challenges faced by higher legal education today and examines the prospects
for its future development.

Literature Review. The evolution of legal education has been widely studied by
scholars. According to Smith" & Johnson /(2020), digitalization-has significantly altered
traditional teaching methods, requiring a shift towards blended learning approaches. Brown
(2019) highlights the importance of experiential learning, emphasizing that practical training
enhances students' ability to applylegal principles-in real-world scenarios. Meanwhile, Carter
& Lee (2021) discuss the impact of globalization on legal education, stressing the need for law
schools to integrate international law courses into their curricula.

In the context of Uzbekistan, legal scholars such as Karimov (2022) and Rakhimov
(2021) have examined the role of digital transformation in Uzbek legal education. Karimov
(2022) emphasizes the necessity of aligning national legal education standards with
international practices, while Rakhimov (2021) explores the challenges faced by law faculties
in implementing hybrid learning models. Additionally, Tashkent State University of Law has
conducted research on the effectiveness of Al-driven legal research tools in the Uzbek legal
education system (Abdullayev, 2023). These studies provide a foundation for understanding
the ongoing transformations and the necessity of adapting higher legal education to modern
realities.

Challenges and Prospects in Higher Legal Education. One of the primary challenges
in modern legal education is adapting to digitalization. The integration of online platforms, Al-
driven research tools, and virtual moot courts enhances learning experiences but requires
institutions to rethink traditional teaching methods. While these technologies provide
students with greater flexibility and access to a wealth of legal resources, they also pose
difficulties in maintaining student engagement and ensuring the effectiveness of online
learning compared to traditional in-person instruction. Faculty members must be trained in
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the use of digital tools, and curricula must be adapted to incorporate technology-driven
methodologies effectively.

Ensuring practical training remains another crucial issue. While students gain
theoretical knowledge, they often lack real-world experience in legal proceedings,
negotiations, and document drafting. Expanding clinical legal education, internships, and
simulation-based learning can bridge this gap. Law schools should partner with legal
institutions, courts, and law firms to provide students with hands-on experience. Moot court
competitions, legal aid clinics, and mentorship programs can further enhance students' ability
to apply theoretical knowledge in professional settings.

Another challenge is maintaining academic integrity, especially with the rise of online
learning and remote assessments. The increased use of online exams and digital coursework
has led to concerns about plagiarism and cheating. Law schools must implement more
effective monitoring systems to ensure credibility. The use of Al-based plagiarism detection
tools, remote proctoring software, and strict honor codes can help maintain academic
integrity. Additionally, law schools should emphasize ethical legal practice from the outset,
ensuring students develop a strong sense of professional responsibility.

Globalization demands that legal education prepare students for international legal
environments. Understanding comparative law, international legal principles, and cross-
border legal practices is essential for modern legal professionals. Many legal systems are
becoming increasingly interconnected due to trade agreements, international organizations,
and transnational legal disputes. To address this, law schools should offer more courses in
international law, comparative law, and legal systems of different countries. Exchange
programs, joint research projects, and collaboration with foreign' universities can further
enrich students' global perspectives.

Additionally, legal education must focus on_developing soft skills, such as negotiation,
critical thinking, and problem-solving. Legal professionals must navigate complex social,
economic, and political environments, requiring effective communication and adaptability.
Law schools should integrate interdisciplinary studies, such as psychology and business
management, into their curricula to better prepare students for the demands of the
profession.

Another crucial issue is adapting legal education to constant changes in legislation and
judicial practices. Laws evolve rapidly due to technological advancements, socio-political
shifts, and economic transformations. Consequently, law schools must ensure their curricula
remain up-to-date by regularly revising courses and incorporating the latest legal
developments. Establishing partnerships with practicing lawyers, judges, and policymakers
can provide students with real-time insights into the legal landscape.

Moreover, accessibility and inclusivity in legal education remain significant concerns.
Ensuring that students from diverse socio-economic backgrounds have equal opportunities to
pursue legal studies is essential for a just legal system. Scholarships, mentorship programs,
and remote learning opportunities can help bridge the gap and make legal education more
accessible.

To address these challenges, higher legal education must implement hybrid learning
models that combine digital and traditional classroom methods. Blended learning approaches
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allow for flexibility while ensuring that students still receive critical face-to-face interactions
with professors and peers. Expanding experiential learning through clinical programs and
internships will better prepare students for professional careers. Furthermore, integrating
emerging legal technologies such as Al-assisted legal research, blockchain-based contracts,
and legal analytics tools into the curriculum will ensure that graduates are well-versed in the
latest advancements in the legal field.

Conclusion. Higher legal education must continuously evolve to meet modern demands.
By embracing digitalization, improving practical training, ensuring academic integrity, and
fostering international cooperation, legal institutions can better prepare students for the legal
profession. The future of legal education lies in balancing traditional principles with
innovative teaching methodologies, creating a dynamic and effective learning environment for
future lawyers.
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