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ANNOTATION
Modal verbs are essential elements in English grammar, contributing significantly to the
expression of modality-how speaker express attitudes, judgments, and potentiality. This paper
investigates the use of modal verbs in expressing possibility, permission, and obligation,
illustrating their forms, meanings, and pragmatic functions in both spoken and written
discourse. With attention to both theoretical grammar and applied usage, this study highlights
how modal verbs affect clarity, politeness;~and nuance in communication. Examples,
comparative structures, and pedagogical implications are discussed to provide a
comprehensive understanding of this grammatical category.
AHHOTALUA
MogasibHbI€e TJ1aroJibl ABJASIOTCA BaXKHEUIIMMH 3JIEMEHTAMU aHIJIMMCKON TPAaMMAaTHKH,
BHOCSI 3HAYMTEJIbHbIN BKJIa/l B BhIpaXKeHHWe MO/IaJIbHOCTH - TOTO, Kak FOBOPSALIMNA BblpaXkaeT
OTHOLUEHUE, CY>KAeHUs U NOTeHLHaJl. B 3Tol cTaThe UccieyeTcs UCII0JIb30BaHHUE MOJAIbHbIX
IJ1aroJioB /iJ1sl BbIpaXKeHUA BO3MOMKHOCTH, paspellleHUs U 06513aTeNbCTBa, UIIOCTPUPYIOTCS
ux GOpMbl, 3HaYEeHUS U IparMaTHieckre QyHKLIUM KaK B YCTHOW, TaK U B IUCbMEHHOM peuyH.
Ynensss BHUMaHUe KaK TeOPeTHYeCKOM rpaMMaTHKeE, TaK U IPAKTUYECKOMY MCII0JIb30BaHHUIO,
B 3TOM MCCJe[JOBAaHUM NOJAYEePKUBAeTCs, KaK MOZaJbHble TJaroJibl BJIUSIOT Ha SICHOCTD,
BEXKJIMBOCTb U HIOAHCHI B 0011eHMU. O6CY>K/1al0TCSl IPUMEPBI, CPaBHUTEJIbHbIE CTPYKTYpPhI U
nejjaroruyeckie MMIUIMKALlMM, 4YTOGbl 00ecrnedyuTb BCECTOPOHHee IIOHMMaHHe 3TOU
rpaMMaTH4eCKON KaTeropuHu.
ANNOTATSIYA
Modal fe'llar ingliz grammatikasining muhim elementlari bo'lib, modallikni ifodalashda
sezilarli hissa qo'shadi - so'zlovchining munosabati, mulohazalari va potentsialini qanday
ifodalash. Ushbu maqolada modal fe'llarning imkoniyat, ruxsat va majburiyatni ifodalashda
go'llanilishi, ularning shakllari, ma'nolari va og'zaki va yozma nutqdagi pragmatik funktsiyalari
ko'rsatilgan. Nazariy grammatika va amaliy foydalanishga e'tibor qaratgan holda, ushbu
tadqiqot modal fe'llarning aloqada aniqlik, xushmuomalalik va nuanslarga ganday ta'sir
qilishini ta'kidlaydi. Ushbu grammatik kategoriyani har tomonlama tushunish uchun misollar,
giyosiy tuzilmalar va pedagogik ta'sirlar muhokama qilinadi.
Keywords: Modal verbs, English grammar, modality, possibility, permission, obligation,
can, may, must, should, linguistic modality
KiloueBble cji0Ba: MoJasibHble [J1aroJibl, aHrJIMMCKas rpaMMaTHKa, MOJAJIbHOCTD,
BO3MOXXHOCTb, paspellieHHe, 00S3aHHOCTb, can, may, must, should, suMHrBUCTHYeckas
MO/IaJIbHOCTb
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obligation, can, may, must, should, lingvistik modallik
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INTODUCTION

Modal verbs are auxiliary verbs that express the speaker's attitude toward the action or
state described by the main verb. Unlike regular auxiliaries, modal verbs do not inflect for tense
or subject and are followed by the base form of a verb. Understanding modal verbs is crucial for
English language learners because they shape how statements are interpreted-whether as facts,
possibilities, commands, or permissions. This article focuses on the use of modal verbs to
express three fundamental types of modality: possibility, permission, and obligation. These
functions are integral to effective communication in English and appear across both formal and
informal registers.

Modal verbs are a special type of auxiliary verbs in English that help express different
meanings related to possibility, necessity, permission, ability, and obligation. Unlike regular
verbs, modal verbs do not change their form according to tense or subject. They are always
followed by the base form of the main verb without using "to." The main function of modal verbs
is to show the speaker’s attitude or judgment about an action or situation rather than to
describe the action itself. This makes them essential for expressing nuances such as how
certain, necessary, or likely something is. Modal verbs convey the speaker’s perspective, which
can include speculation about what might happen or what should happen. They allow speakers
to indicate that something is permitted or forbidden, that someone has the ability to do
something, or that a particular action is required. These verbs also help soften or strengthen
statements, making language more flexible and polite in social interactions. One of the
important features of modal verbs is that they do not have a traditional past or future form.
Instead, speakers use different grammatical structures or semi-modal verbs to talk about past
or future situations. Modal verbs can‘express hypothetical or conditional ideas, which means
they often discuss events that are not.certain but pessible, necessary, or desirable under certain
conditions. Because of their nature, modal verbs are often used in questions and negative
sentences where they act as auxiliary verbs.

In addition to core modal verbs such as can, may, must, shall, should, will, and would,
English also uses semi-modal constructions like have to, need to, and be able to. These semi-
modals share similar meanings but behave more like regular verbs because they can change
form based on tense and subject. The combination of modal and semi-modal verbs provides
speakers with a rich set of tools to express subtle distinctions in meaning. Modal verbs are also
closely linked to the pragmatic and social functions of language. The choice of modal verb can
signal the level of formality, politeness, or certainty. For example, using "could" instead of "can"
can make a request sound more polite or less direct. Modal verbs are also culturally influenced;
some forms and uses may be more common in British English, while others dominate American
English. Learning to use modal verbs effectively is essential for mastering both the grammar
and the pragmatics of English communication.

CONCLUSION

Modal verbs play a crucial role in English by enabling speakers to express possibility,
permission, and obligation with clarity and subtlety. Although their forms are relatively simple,
their meanings often depend on context and can vary significantly. This makes modal verbs
both powerful and sometimes difficult to master, especially for non-native speakers. A solid
understanding of modals allows learners to communicate more accurately, politely, and
effectively across a wide range of situations. Therefore, modal verbs are not just grammatical
elements, but essential tools for achieving fluency and confidence in English communication.
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