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Annotation. This article examines word formation as a key area of morphological studies,
focusing on the major word-formation processes in English. It highlights the role of these
processes in lexical expansion and demonstrates how language can withstand social,
technological, and cultural change. The study provides a systematic overview suitable for
linguistic research and academic publication.

AHHOTanMA. B cTaTbe paccMaTpuBaeTcsl CJIOBOOOpa30BaHUe KaK BaKHeilllasi 06J1acThb
MOp(}OJIOrHYECKUX HCCIeL0BaHUM, C aKLUEHTOM Ha OCHOBHble CJI0BOOOpa3oBaTesbHbIE
npoueccbhl B aHIJIMMCKOM s3blke. [loka3aHa poJib CJ0BOOGpa3OBaHUs B paclIMPeHUU
CJIOBApPHOTO COCTaBa M COCOOHOCTH AA3blKa NIPOTHUBOCTOSATh COLIMA/bHBIM, TEXHOJIOTUYECKHUM
U KyJIbTypHbIM H3MeHeHHUsIM. PaboTa npejcraBisieT co60M CMCTEMaTU3UPOBAHHbBIN 0630p,
npe/iHa3HauYeHHbIH /11 HAYYHbIX UCCeJ0BaHU M U MY6GJUKALMU B aKaZleMUYeCKOM XXy pHaJle.

Annotatsiya. Mazkur maqolada so‘z yasalishi morfologiyaning muhim yo‘nalishi sifatida
yoritilib, ingliz tilidagi asosiy so‘z yasalish jarayonlari tahlil gilinadi. Tadgiqot so‘z yasalishining
lug‘at boyligini kengaytirishdagi o‘rni hamda tilning ijtimoiy, texnologik va madaniy
o‘zgarishlarga bardosh bera olish qobiliyatini ko‘rsatadi. Maqola ilmiy tadqgiqotlar va akademik
jurnal nashrlari uchun mo‘ljallangan.
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Introduction

In modern linguistics, word formation plays a crucial role in understanding how
languages develop and adapt. As societies evolve, languages must respond to new realities by
creating new words or reshaping existing ones. English, in particular, demonstrates a high
degree of productivity in word formation, allowing it to withstand constant external influences
such as globalization, technological innovation, and cultural exchange. The study of word
formation belongs to morphology, the branch of linguistics concerned with the internal
structure of words. Through morphological processes, speakers can generate an unlimited
number of lexical items from a limited set of morphemes. This article explores the most
significant word-formation processes in English and discusses their linguistic importance.

Theoretical Background. Morphology examines morphemes, the smallest meaningful
units of language. Morphemes are generally classified into free morphemes, which can stand
alone (e.g., book, write), and bound morphemes, which must be attached to other elements (e.g.,
prefixes and suffixes). Word formation focuses on how these morphemes combine to create
new words. Linguists distinguish between inflection, which modifies grammatical forms, and
derivation, which creates new lexical items. This article concentrates on derivational and lexical
word-formation processes rather than inflectional morphology.

Major word-formation processes in English
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Derivation is one of the most productive word-formation processes in English. It involves
adding prefixes or suffixes to a base or root to create a new word with a different meaning or
grammatical category. Examples:

happy — unhappy (prefixation)

teach — teacher (suffixation)

modern — modernize

Derivation allows English to expand its vocabulary efficiently and withstand semantic
limitations by generating words for abstract and concrete concepts.

Compounding refers to the combination of two or more free morphemes to form a single
lexical unit. Compound words may be written as one word, hyphenated, or as separate words.

Examples: blackboard, textbook, online learning

Compounding is especially productive in technical and academic registers, where new
concepts require precise terminology.

Conversion involves changing the grammatical category of a word without altering its
form. This process is also known as zero derivation.

Examples: to email (from the noun email), a run (from the verb run)

Conversion demonstrates the flexibility of English and its ability to withstand structural
simplicity while remaining expressive.

Clipping is the process of shortening longer words without changing their meaning or
word class.

Examples: laboratory — lab ; advertisement — ad

This process is common in informal speech and reflects the tendency toward linguistic
economy.

Blending occurs when parts of two words are combined to form a new word.

Examples: smoke + fog — smog

breakfast + lunch = brunch

Blends are often creative and expressive, showing how English can withstand stylistic
innovation.

Acronyms are words formed from the initial letters of a phrase and pronounced as a
word, while initialisms are pronounced letter by letter.

Examples: NATO (acronym); UN, BBC (initialisms)

These forms are especially frequent in academic, political, and technological contexts.

Borrowing involves adopting words from other languages. English has borrowed
extensively from Latin, French, Arabic, and many other languages.

Examples: restaurant (French); algebra (Arabic)

Borrowing enriches the lexicon and helps the language withstand cross-cultural
communication demands.

Back-formation occurs when a new word is created by removing an affix from an existing
word.

Examples: editor — edit; donation — donate

This process reflects speakers’ intuitive understanding of morphological patterns.

The productivity of word-formation processes demonstrates how English continuously
renews itself. Each process contributes differently to lexical growth, enabling speakers to name
new objects, actions, and ideas. In academic and professional discourse, effective word
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formation is essential for precision and clarity. Moreover, word formation allows language to
withstand external pressures while maintaining internal coherence. This balance between
stability and innovation is a defining feature of English morphology.

Conclusion

Word formation is a fundamental mechanism through which English expands and adapts.
By means of derivation, compounding, conversion, and other processes, the language
continuously generates new lexical items to meet communicative needs. Understanding these
processes is essential for linguists, language learners, and educators. Future research may focus
on corpus-based studies to measure the productivity of specific word-formation patterns in
contemporary English.
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