
YOSH OLIMLAR 

ILMIY-AMALIY KONFERENSIYASI 

in-academy.uz/index.php/yo 

 121 

VICTORIAN AGE 
Xasanboyeva Umidaxon Otabek qizi  

Chirchik State Pedagogical University  

 3RD year student of the Faculty of Turism,  

Foreign Language and Literature   

xasanboyevaumidaxon27@gmail.com   

 Ruzmetova Diana Kamilovna  

Scientific adviser: PhD teacher, Chirchik State Pedagogical University   

d.ruzmetova@cspu.uz 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17937791 

ABSTRACT 

The Victorian Age (1837–1901) represents one of the most transformative periods in 

British history, marked by industrial expansion, scientific progress, and major social reforms. 

This paper examines the main cultural, social, and literary developments of the era while 

highlighting the central themes, ideological shifts, and literary innovations that defined 

Victorian society. Through analysis of historical sources, literary works, and scholarly 

interpretations, the research discusses how industrialization, moral complexity, and evolving 

societal norms shaped Victorian literature. The study concludes that the Victorian Age laid the 

foundation for modern English culture and continues to hold significant influence in 

contemporary literary studies. 
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ANNOTATION  

This article examines the cultural, social, and literary characteristics of the Victorian Age 

(1837–1901), one of the most influential periods in British history. The study focuses on how 

industrialization, scientific progress, and changes in moral values shaped the intellectual life of 

the era. It also analyses the dominant literary trends, especially the rise of realism and the 

works of prominent authors such as Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, the Brontë sisters, and 

George Eliot. Drawing on historical evidence and literary scholarship, the article highlights the 

significant impact of Victorian ideals, social reform movements, and class dynamics on the 

development of English literature. The conclusion emphasises that the Victorian Age played a 

decisive role in the formation of modern English cultural and literary traditions. 
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social change. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Victorian Age spans the period of Queen Victoria’s reign from 1837 to 1901. It was a 

time of extraordinary transformation: Britain became the world’s leading industrial and 

colonial power, urban populations grew rapidly, and scientific discoveries challenged long-

established beliefs. These changes deeply affected social structures, moral attitudes, and 

literary creativity. 

Victorian literature reflects the complexity of its time. Authors explored poverty, 

inequality, moral dilemmas, class tension, and the consequences of urbanization. Realism 

became the dominant literary movement, focusing on truthful depictions of everyday life. 
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Writers such as Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, Charlotte Brontë, and George Eliot examined 

social issues with psychological depth, influencing the future direction of English literature. 

The aim of this article is to provide an overview of the Victorian Age, emphasising its 

historical context, key social changes, and literary developments. The findings of the study 

reveal several key characteristics of the Victorian Age: Rapid industrial growth improved 

economic productivity but also produced poverty, overcrowding, and poor working conditions. 

This social contrast became a major subject in Victorian novels. 

Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859) introduced evolutionary theory, challenging 

religious traditions and reshaping public thought. Writers abandoned idealised portrayals of 

life in favour of realistic depictions. Characters became more psychologically complex, and 

social criticism intensified. 

Improved schooling and cheaper printing made literature accessible to the middle and 

working classes, expanding the readership and encouraging new literary forms. Victorian 

society emphasised discipline, respectability, family structure, and moral duty. These values 

were frequently explored and questioned in literary works. 

The Victorian Age demonstrates how literature can reflect societal transformation. 

Industrialisation brought both progress and hardship, and Victorian writers used fiction as a 

platform to expose social problems and promote moral awareness. 

Charles Dickens criticised child labour, exploitation, and class inequality. Thomas Hardy 

portrayed rural decline and the struggle between tradition and modernity. The Brontë sisters 

examined individual identity, gender roles, and emotional repression. Such themes show the 

Victorian commitment to depicting real human experience. 

Another important shift was the movement from romantic idealism to realist 

representation. Unlike Romantic writers who focused on nature and emotion, Victorian authors 

emphasised reason, moral complexity, and the challenges of modern society. Overall, Victorian 

literature functioned as both a mirror and a critic of the era’s changing values. 

The Victorian Age remains one of the most influential periods in the history of English 

literature and British society. The era’s scientific development, industrial expansion, and 

evolving moral standards profoundly shaped literary expression. Victorian writers helped 

define realism, broadened the themes of the novel, and addressed deep social issues that 

continue to resonate today. 

The legacy of the Victorian Age extends far beyond the nineteenth century. Its literature 

continues to influence modern readers, scholars, and writers, making it a foundational period 

in English cultural history. 
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