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Abstract 

This article explores the role of formal letters in epistolary prose and examines how they 

reflect interpersonal relationships and broader societal values. Although letters may appear to 

be simple written exchanges, in literary prose they often serve as a powerful narrative device 

that reveals the emotional states of characters, their social positions, and the cultural norms of 

the society in which they live. The research particularly emphasizes the interaction between 

language formality, social hierarchy, and interpersonal dynamics expressed through letters. In 

many literary works, formal letters reveal respect, distance, authority, or emotional restraint 

between characters, while at the same time reflecting social conventions, etiquette, and moral 

values of a given historical period. By examining stylistic features, narrative functions, and 

cultural contexts of epistolary prose, the article demonstrates how written correspondence 

becomes a medium through which personal and social identities are constructed and 

interpreted. 
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Introduction  

Epistolary prose in literature is a form in which the narrative unfolds through letters 

written by the various characters. This genre of literature has long been used by writers to 

present personal emotions, relationships, and social realities in a direct and engaging way. 

Within epistolary writing, a formal letter plays an important role because it combines personal 

communication with established conventions of politeness and structure. Formal 

correspondence in epistolary prose not only reflects the thoughts and emotions of the 

characters but also illustrates the social norms that is shown by their interactions. The 

language, tone, and structure of formal letters frequently mirror expectations related to 

respect, authority, and social distance. This article explores the relationship between formal 

letters, interpersonal dynamics, and societal values in epistolary prose. By examining some 

examples, the study aims to demonstrate how formal correspondence serves as a narrative 

technique and as a reflection of social structures and cultural traditions in literature. 

Formal letters in epistolary prose play a significant role in reflecting interpersonal 

dynamics and societal values. They capture the way people relate to each other and their 

cultures. For example, Shemek describes how letter writing creates bonds among individuals, 

showcasing their thoughts and emotions1. In other words, letters are not only used to exchange 

information but also help people express their feelings and build stronger connections with one 

another in literary narratives. 

 
1 Shemek, Deanna. Letter Writing and Epistolary Culture. Oxford University Press, 2013. 
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In the 19th century, Gerber highlights the importance of personal correspondence in 

shaping immigrant experiences and cultural identity2. This shows that letters played an 

important role for immigrants, helping them stay connected to their cultural background while 

adjusting to life in a new country. 

Additionally, Trolander notes that letters often revealed social hierarchies and norms in 

early modern England3. This means that the way people wrote letters, their language, tone, and 

formality, often reflected their social status and the level of respect between the sender and the 

receiver. Such letters helped form communities and shared values. Through regular 

correspondence, people were able to maintain relationships and strengthen common beliefs 

and values within their communities. 

Bower examines how these forms of communication influenced fiction in modern 

American literature4. This suggests that the style and structure of letter writing have also 

influenced how stories are written, especially in works that use letters as part of the narrative. 

Furthermore, Gilroy and Verhoeven explore the relationship between letters and cultural 

narratives, emphasizing their impact on societal expectations5. This idea can be understood 

more deeply by considering that letters often reflect the values, beliefs, and social rules of the 

society in which they are written. Through the language, tone, and topics discussed in 

correspondence, individuals reveal what is considered appropriate behavior, respect, or 

responsibility within their cultural context. In literary works, such letters become important 

narrative elements that show how characters respond to social pressures and expectations. As 

a result, correspondence not only communicates personal messages but also mirrors broader 

cultural discourses and helps readers understand how social norms influence individual 

actions and relationships. Camiciotti points out the essential role of letters in early modern 

culture by illustrating their function in maintaining connections and norms6. This highlights 

that letters were an important part of social life, helping people stay connected and follow 

accepted social customs and traditions. In many historical societies, written correspondence 

was one of the main ways people maintained long-distance relationships and communicated 

important social matters. Through letters, individuals expressed respect, loyalty, and social 

responsibility, while also following established conventions of politeness and etiquette. In 

literary contexts, this demonstrates how letter writing not only preserved personal 

relationships but also reinforced the cultural norms and behavioral expectations that shaped 

everyday social interaction. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, formal letters in epistolary prose are much more than simple narrative 

devices. They play an important role in revealing how characters interact with each other and 

how social values are reflected in their communication. The language, tone, and structure of 

these letters often show not only the emotions and intentions of the characters but also the 

 
2 Gerber, David A. Epistolary ethics: personal correspondence and the culture of emigration in the nineteenth century. Journal of 

American Ethnic History 19, no. 4 (2000): 3-23. 
3 Trolander, Paul. Literary sociability in early modern England: the epistolary record. Bloomsbury Publishing USA, 2014. 
4 Bower, Anne. Epistolary Responses: The Letter in Twentieth-Century American Fiction and Criticism. University of Alabama 

Press, 2014. 
5 Gilroy, Amanda, and Wilhelmus Maria Verhoeven, eds. Epistolary histories: letters, fiction, culture. University of Virginia Press, 

2000. 
6 Camiciotti, Gabriella Del Lungo. Letters and letter writing in early modern culture: An Introduction. Journal of Early Modern 

Studies 3 (2014): 17-35. 
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cultural norms, levels of respect, and social hierarchies present in a particular time and society. 

As many scholars have noted, letter writing has historically been an important way for people 

to maintain relationships, express identity, and respond to social expectations. 

Studying formal letters in literary works therefore helps readers and researchers better 

understand how communication reflects wider social and cultural contexts. Through these 

written exchanges, it becomes possible to see how individuals navigate relationships, authority, 

and cultural traditions. Overall, epistolary prose demonstrates that letters are not simply a 

means of communication; they also serve as a powerful literary technique that connects 

personal experiences with broader social and cultural realities.  
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