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 The use of visual materials in language learning has been 

widely accepted as an effective way to improve students’ 

foreign language skills. This article aims to explore the 

benefits of using visual materials in higher education 

language classrooms and provide evidence-based 

recommendations for language teachers. The article 

reviews the literature on the use of visual materials in 

language learning, discusses the advantages and 

challenges of using visual materials, and presents 

practical examples of how visual materials can be 

incorporated into language teaching practices. The 

findings suggest that visual materials can enhance 

students’ motivation, engagement, comprehension, and 

retention of foreign language content. However, the 

effectiveness of visual materials depends on their 

appropriateness, authenticity, relevance, and 

accessibility. Therefore, language teachers should 

carefully select and design visual materials that align 

with their learning objectives and students’ needs..  
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Introduction 

In today’s globalized world, the ability to communicate effectively in a foreign language is 

essential for higher education students to succeed in their academic and professional careers. 

However, many students struggle to develop their foreign language skills due to various 

factors such as lack of motivation, limited exposure to authentic language input, and 

insufficient opportunities for practice. Language teachers face the challenge of engaging and 

supporting students in their language learning journey while meeting the academic standards 

and curriculum requirements. 

One approach that has gained popularity in language teaching is the use of visual materials 

such as images, videos, infographics, and diagrams. Visual materials offer a variety of benefits 

for language learners, including enhancing their motivation, engagement, comprehension, and 

retention of foreign language content. This article aims to explore the advantages and 

challenges of using visual materials in higher education language classrooms and provide 

practical examples of how visual materials can be integrated into language teaching practices. 

Literature Review 
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The use of visual materials in language learning has been supported by research in cognitive 

psychology, educational technology, and second language acquisition. According to Mayer’s 

cognitive theory of multimedia learning (2005), the use of visual and verbal information can 

facilitate learners’ cognitive processing and memory retention. Visual materials can also 

provide contextual and authentic input that reflects the real-world use of language (Kress & 

Van Leeuwen, 2001). Furthermore, visual materials can enhance learners’ motivation and 

interest in language learning by appealing to their affective and sensory domains (Dörnyei, 

2001). 

Several studies have investigated the effectiveness of visual materials in language learning. 

For example, Li (2017) found that using videos in a Chinese as a foreign language class 

improved students’ listening comprehension and speaking skills. Similarly, Jang and Kim 

(2017) reported that using infographics in a Korean as a foreign language class enhanced 

students’ reading comprehension and vocabulary acquisition. Moreover, visual materials have 

been shown to be particularly beneficial for learners with different learning styles and 

preferences (Felder & Silverman, 1988). 

Advantages and Challenges 

The use of visual materials in language teaching offers several advantages for both teachers 

and learners. Firstly, visual materials can provide a rich source of authentic and contextual 

input that reflects the diversity and complexity of real-life language use. Secondly, visual 

materials can enhance learners’ motivation and engagement by appealing to their interests, 

emotions, and senses. Thirdly, visual materials can facilitate learners’ comprehension and 

retention of foreign language content by providing visual cues, scaffolding, and feedback. 

Fourthly, visual materials can promote learners’ critical thinking and intercultural 

competence by exposing them to different perspectives, values, and practices. 

However, the use of visual materials also presents some challenges for language teachers. 

Firstly, selecting and designing appropriate visual materials that align with the learning 

objectives and students’ needs requires careful consideration and planning. Secondly, 

integrating visual materials into language teaching practices requires adequate technological 

and pedagogical skills and resources. Thirdly, ensuring the authenticity, relevance, and 

accessibility of visual materials may require collaboration with experts and stakeholders from 

different fields and contexts. 

Practical Examples 

To illustrate how visual materials can be integrated into language teaching practices, we 

present three practical examples that showcase different types of visual materials and 

language skills. 

Example 1: Using images for vocabulary acquisition 

Objective: To enhance students’ vocabulary acquisition and retention in a Spanish as a foreign 

language class. 

Procedure: 

1. Select a set of images that represent different categories of vocabulary items (e.g., food, 

clothing, transportation, animals). 

2. Display the images on a screen or hand out printed copies to students. 

3. Ask students to identify the vocabulary items in the images and write them down in 

Spanish. 
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4. Provide feedback and clarification on the correct pronunciation, spelling, and meaning of 

the vocabulary items. 

5. Ask students to use the vocabulary items in sentences or dialogues with their peers. 

Example 2: Using videos for listening comprehension 

Objective: To improve students’ listening comprehension and speaking skills in an English as 

a foreign language class. 

Procedure: 

1. Select a video clip that features authentic language input and matches the students’ 

proficiency level and interests. 

2. Play the video clip with or without subtitles depending on the students’ needs and goals. 

3. Ask students to listen to the video clip and answer comprehension questions or fill in the 

gaps in a transcript. 

4. Provide feedback and clarification on the challenging parts of the video clip. 

5. Ask students to discuss or summarize the content of the video clip with their peers using 

target language expressions. 

Example 3: Using infographics for reading comprehension 

Objective: To develop students’ reading comprehension and critical thinking skills in a French 

as a foreign language class. 

Procedure: 

1. Select an infographic that presents statistical or factual information related to a cultural or 

social topic (e.g., tourism, education, health). 

2. Display the infographic on a screen or hand out printed copies to students. 

3. Ask students to read the infographic and identify the main idea, supporting details, and 

implications. 

4. Provide feedback and clarification on the challenging parts of the infographic. 

5. Ask students to compare and contrast the information presented in the infographic with 

their own cultural or social context and reflect on the similarities and differences. 

Conclusion 

The use of visual materials in language teaching has the potential to enhance students’ foreign 

language skills and motivation. However, the effectiveness of visual materials depends on 

their appropriateness, authenticity, relevance, and accessibility. Therefore, language teachers 

should carefully select and design visual materials that align with their learning objectives 

and students’ needs. The practical examples presented in this article demonstrate how 

different types of visual materials can be incorporated into language teaching practices to 

improve vocabulary acquisition, listening comprehension, and reading comprehension. 

Further research is needed to investigate the long-term effects of visual materials on language 

learning outcomes and to explore the potential of emerging technologies such as virtual 

reality and augmented reality in language teaching. 
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