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Abstract: This article examines the linguistic and stylistic features present in the tragedy 

"Tamerlane the Great" by Christopher Marlowe. Through a detailed analysis of the play's 

language, dialogue, and poetic devices, this study aims to explore the unique linguistic and 

stylistic choices employed by Marlowe to convey the tragic elements of the story. Key aspects 

such as imagery, metaphors, rhetorical devices, and verse structure are examined to shed 

light on the dramatic impact and artistic craftsmanship of Marlowe's language in this tragic 

masterpiece. 
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Introduction: "Tamerlane the Great" is a tragedy written by Christopher Marlowe, a 

prominent playwright of the Renaissance era. This article delves into the linguistic and 

stylistic features that distinguish the play, contributing to its tragic impact. Marlowe's choice 

of language, dialogue, and poetic devices within the tragedy's structure highlights his mastery 

of dramatic expression. By examining the play's linguistic and stylistic elements, we gain a 

deeper understanding of the artistic craftsmanship and emotional resonance of "Tamerlane 

the Great." 

1. Language: Marlowe's use of language in "Tamerlane the Great" contributes 

significantly to the tragic tone and atmosphere of the play. The language is characterized by 

its poetic quality, employing vivid imagery, powerful metaphors, and evocative descriptions. 

Marlowe's language captures the intensity of emotions, heightening the dramatic impact and 

immersing the audience in the tragic events unfolding on stage. The linguistic choices reflect 

the grandeur, passion, and complexity of the characters and their tragic circumstances. 

2. Dialogue: The dialogue in "Tamerlane the Great" showcases Marlowe's skill in crafting 

compelling and dramatic exchanges between characters. The dialogue is marked by its 

heightened and lyrical quality, incorporating rhetorical devices, such as soliloquies and asides, 

to provide insights into the characters' inner thoughts and motivations. Marlowe's mastery of 

dialogue captures the conflicts, desires, and tragic dilemmas faced by the characters, engaging 

the audience and intensifying the emotional impact of the tragedy. 

3. Poetic Devices: Marlowe's use of poetic devices further enhances the tragic elements of 

the play. The employment of metaphors, similes, and vivid imagery heightens the emotional 

resonance, allowing the audience to vividly experience the pain, despair, and turmoil of the 

characters. The strategic use of sound devices, such as alliteration and rhyme, adds musicality 

to the language, reinforcing the poetic nature of the tragedy and underscoring its tragic 

essence. 

4. Verse Structure: The verse structure employed in "Tamerlane the Great" showcases 

Marlowe's skill in handling iambic pentameter and blank verse. The rhythmic flow and 

regularity of the verse contribute to the dramatic impact, lending a sense of gravity and 
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solemnity to the play. Marlowe's skillful manipulation of verse structure allows for pauses, 

emphasis, and variations in pacing, heightening the tension and theatricality of the tragedy. 

Conclusion: The linguistic and stylistic features of "Tamerlane the Great" demonstrate 

Christopher Marlowe's brilliance as a playwright and his ability to create a deeply impactful 

tragedy. The play's language, dialogue, poetic devices, and verse structure work harmoniously 

to convey the tragic elements and evoke powerful emotions in the audience. Marlowe's 

linguistic choices and mastery of dramatic expression contribute to the enduring significance 

of "Tamerlane the Great" as a tragic masterpiece of Renaissance literature. 
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