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Annotation. This study explores the role of cooperative learning in enhancing English 

speaking skills among students learning English as a foreign language (EFL). Cooperative learning 

emphasizes collaboration, peer interaction, and active participation, which create a supportive 

environment for practicing speaking. The research investigates different cooperative learning 

strategies, such as pair work, group discussions, and role-plays, and examines their effectiveness 

in improving learners’ fluency, accuracy, and confidence in English communication. The findings 

suggest that cooperative learning not only boosts speaking proficiency but also promotes 

motivation, critical thinking, and social skills among EFL learners. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In today’s modern world, Speaking is one of the most important skills in learning a foreign 

language, especially for students studying English as a foreign language (EFL). Effective 

communication in English requires not only vocabulary and grammar knowledge but also 

confidence, fluency, and interaction skills. However, many EFL learners face challenges such as 

fear of making mistakes, lack of practice opportunities, and low motivation, which hinder their 

speaking development. 

Cooperative learning has emerged as an effective teaching approach to address these 

challenges. It emphasizes collaboration, peer interaction, and active participation, allowing 

students to practice speaking in a supportive and interactive environment. Through strategies 

such as pair work, group discussions, role-plays, and other group activities, learners can improve 

their speaking fluency, accuracy, and overall communication skills. Moreover, cooperative 

learning fosters student motivation, critical thinking, and social skills, which are essential for 

successful language acquisition.This study aims to explore the impact of cooperative learning 

techniques on enhancing English speaking skills among EFL learners. By investigating different 

cooperative learning activities and their effectiveness, the research highlights how collaboration 

and peer support can create a more engaging and productive language learning experience. 

MAIN PART 

Cooperative learning is a pedagogical approach that emphasizes collaboration, shared 

responsibility, and active engagement of students in the learning process. In the context of English 

as a Foreign Language (EFL), cooperative learning provides learners with structured 

opportunities to practice speaking in interactive, meaningful, and authentic communication 

settings. Unlike traditional teacher-centered or individual-based methods, this approach fosters 
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peer support, constructive dialogue, and collaborative problem-solving within small groups, 

which collectively contribute to increased confidence, reduced anxiety, and greater willingness to 

communicate in English. 

Various cooperative learning strategies have been shown to be particularly effective in 

improving English speaking proficiency. Pair work allows students to engage in dialogues, 

complete communicative tasks, and provide immediate feedback to each other. Group discussions 

create a platform for expressing ideas, negotiating meaning, and enhancing oral fluency through 

continuous interaction. Role-plays and simulations offer learners opportunities to enact real-life 

situations, such as ordering food, conducting interviews, or delivering presentations, thereby 

enhancing both linguistic competence and interpersonal communication skills. Jigsaw activities, 

where students become “experts” on specific sections of a topic and share their knowledge with 

peers, promote active participation, collaborative learning, and comprehension. 

Empirical studies and classroom observations indicate that cooperative learning positively 

influences multiple aspects of speaking skills. Regular peer interaction enhances fluency, expands 

vocabulary, and improves accuracy in sentence construction and pronunciation. Moreover, 

cooperative learning increases motivation and engagement, as interactive tasks are more 

stimulating than traditional lecture-based instruction. Additionally, these collaborative activities 

foster critical thinking and problem-solving skills, requiring learners to discuss, justify, and defend 

their opinions. They also develop essential social and communication skills, including teamwork, 

negotiation, and respect for diverse viewpoints.Despite these benefits, several challenges may 

arise in implementing cooperative learning effectively. Unequal participation can occur when 

some students dominate discussions while others remain passive; assigning roles and 

responsibilities can mitigate this issue. Group conflicts may result from differences in opinions, 

cultural backgrounds, or language proficiency levels, necessitating careful teacher guidance and 

monitoring. Furthermore, cooperative learning activities often require more classroom time than 

traditional methods, making planning and time management critical for successful 

implementation.To maximize the effectiveness of cooperative learning in enhancing English 

speaking skills, educators should integrate it with complementary instructional approaches that 

balance fluency and accuracy. Tasks should be meaningful, engaging, and aligned with learners’ 

proficiency levels. Continuous monitoring, timely feedback, and post-activity reflection are 

essential to guide learners’ progress, allow self-assessment, and support goal setting. When 

applied systematically, cooperative learning not only improves speaking proficiency but also 

contributes to the development of cognitive, social, and communicative competencies that are 

crucial for EFL learners’ overall language acquisition. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the findings of this study indicate that cooperative learning is an effective and 

valuable approach for enhancing English speaking skills among EFL learners. By promoting 

collaboration, peer interaction, and active participation, cooperative learning provides learners 

with meaningful opportunities to practice speaking, develop fluency, and improve accuracy in a 

supportive environment. Various strategies, such as pair work, group discussions, role-plays, 

simulations, and jigsaw activities, have demonstrated their effectiveness in fostering not only 

linguistic competence but also motivation, critical thinking, and essential social skills.Despite 

some challenges, such as unequal participation, group conflicts, and time management issues, 

these obstacles can be successfully addressed through careful planning, role assignment, teacher 
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guidance, and reflective activities. When implemented systematically, cooperative learning 

contributes significantly to students’ overall language development, boosts confidence, and 

encourages engagement in classroom activities.Integrating cooperative learning techniques into 

EFL classrooms offers a promising avenue for enhancing English speaking skills. Educators are 

encouraged to combine cooperative learning with other instructional approaches, provide 

continuous feedback, and design meaningful, learner-centered tasks to maximize its benefits. By 

doing so, students can achieve higher levels of speaking proficiency while simultaneously 

developing the cognitive and social competencies necessary for effective communication in 

English. 
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